Sample DISCUSSION QUESTIONS related to 2nd Chapter Topics

Introduction

Slide
# 10 What is your initial thought about this Saint's perspective of what true
theology is?

# 21 Discuss the early progression of becoming a Christian; contrast that with your experience or
knowledge of Protestant practices (in general).

# 22 In what ways do you experience being a member of a Eucharistic Community?

# 32 Discuss your overall knowledge of the first millennium of our Faith -- this is NOT a test
nor a matter of "who's the smartest."

# 37 What are some challenges you may encounter as you go through this "2nd Level"
catechism?

# 47 Discuss certain issues or challenges you have encountered when sharing your Orthodox faith with
others, Protestant or non-believers

# 52 Have you personally encountered friends or family who have a strong bias or reaction to
the word "catholic"? What is their basis for such bias?

# 65 Discuss any paradigm shifts you have had since becoming Orthodox, or if "cradle," in the
last5-10 years.

Mystical Theology

# 3  What is your initial response to Dr. Carlton's understanding of the centrality of these two
Doctrines?

# 10 When you're honest, how much of a challenge to your Orthodox Faith is our modern,
scientifically-based mindset?

# 18 Discuss other examples of how these two kinds of language are used in Orthodoxy.

# 22 Does St. John's explanation of how to think and talk about our Faith's mysteries help or
confuse?

Soteriology

#:6 Where do we think the "best place" to start is when talking with a Protestant Christian, or a non-
believer (the "nones") about our Faith?

# 13 Is it difficult to see every other person we meet or read about as "made in the indestructible image
of God?" Why is it difficult - or even impossible?

# 16 What does "I am communion" actually mean in daily life?

#17 Do we consciously or sub-consciously think in terms that our value is based on what
we say or do as opposed to who we are?

# 23 Have you ever thought, in some way, perhaps unspoken, that God is somehow, some
way, also our "enemy"?

# 26 In what ways do we live as individuals - and how is that opposed to living, in Christ in
the Church, as a person?



# 29

# 32
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# 41
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# 38

# 41

# 40

# 55

We all eventually die -- is physical death the "just penalty" we all have to pay because
we all sin?

How would you answer a "modern" person of science who disbelieves in anything that
can't be empirically verified or proven?

Name different ways satan, our Adversary, "twists" the normal aspects of our life as
humans.

Did God create "Hell" as a specific "Place" where unrepentant sinners "go to" after

they die?

The Church’s Worship

What are some examples of being accountable to Christ in a tangible way?

What do ordained priests do? How is the laity similar or different? How are all believers a
priesthood?

Discuss what it means to be “Terrible to the devil” after partaking of the Eucharist.

What would be a good way to discuss “Closed communion” which we practice with a
baptized Christian from a denomination who is visiting a Liturgy?

How would you answer an evangelical Christian if he or she should ask why Orthodox
don’t “offer an altar call, or invitation to accept Christ” at the end of the Liturgy?

Discuss what “The eschatological Kingdom” of Christ in the Liturgy means.

What are ways we can notice “entering into the eternal mystery” of God in Christ when
standing in the divine Liturgy?

How is today and now actually eternal? How does my realization of that change how I see
my purpose?

If you were not born into the Orthodox Faith, what were some of your thoughts when you
first visited an Orthodox temple and saw all of the icons?

How is prayer more than just asking to get what we think would be best?



#5
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Sacraments and Pastoral Care

Is anything in the created order "not good," and if so, what makes it not good?

Discuss further this contemporary view of what a symbol is or isn't, and why add the word
"just"?

In modern society, why is this sacramental truth so important to understand and
emphasize?

Discuss what it means that all sacraments "flow from the holy Eucharist."

Discuss why modern society has such a difficulty accepting the reality of "divine
mysteries" as revealed in Scripture and the Church.

What are the values of confessing our sins to our priest or spiritual father?
Discuss the various themes expressed in the Priest's words at the beginning of confession.

What does it mean that "marriage is not a legal contract?"



